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SUBJECT: SENIOR LEVEL RE-SHUFFLE IN FONOFF 

1 . CABINET JUNE 28 ANNOUNCED BEGINNING OF LONG-AWAITED 
RE-SHUFFLE OF FONOFF SENIOR RANKS: 

-VICE MINISTER SHOJI SATO WAS NAMED AS NEW AMBASSADOR 
TO PRC; 

- DEPUTY MINISTER KEISUKE ARITA REPLACED SATO AS FONOFF 
VICE MINISTER; AND 

- RYOZO SONOBE, FORMER AMBASSADOR TO INDONESIA, WAS 
ASSIGNED AS AMBASSADOR TO ROK. 

2. IN ANNOUNCEMENT TO PRESS, GOJ PLAYED UP ASSIGNMENT 
OF SATO TO PEKING AS INDICATION OF IMPORTANCE PM FUKUDA 
ATTACHED TO EARLY RESUMPTION OF DEADLOCKED NEGOTIATIONS 
ON SINO- JAPANESE PFT. AT 63, SATO IS ONE OF FONOFF'S 

MOST CAPABLE AND RESPECTED SENIOR DIPLOMATICS WITH 
SUCCESSFUL RECORD OF MANAGING PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NEGOTIATIONS. HIS REPLACEMENT AT FONOFF, ARITA 
(WHO INCIDENTALLY FOLLOWS IN FOOTSTEPS OF FATHER 
WHO SERVED AS FOREIGN MINISTER AND VICE MINISTER), 

IS KNOWN AS THOROUGH AND AGGRESSIVE OFFICER WITH 
IN-HOUSE REPUTATION FOR OUTSPOKENNESS. NEW 
AMBASSADOR TO SEOUL, SONOBE, IS FORMER DIRGEN FOR 
ASIAN AFFAIRS AND HIGHLY REGARDED BY COLLEAGUES 
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AS ABLE ADMINISTRATOR. 

3. COMMENT: GIVEN ALMOST LOCK-STEP NATURE OF 
CAREER ADVANCEMENT IN FONOFF, THESE MOVES AT TOP 
WILT. BE REFLECTED IN FURTHER SHIFTS THROUGHOUT 
FONOFF LATER THIS SUMMER. NEXT LIKELY CANDIDATE 
FOR RE-ASSIGNMENT IS DEPUTY MINISTER BUNROKU 
YOSHINO, ECONOMIC EXPERT, WHOM PERSISTENT FONOFF 
RUMORS PEG AS POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR TO AMBASSADOR TOGO 
IN WASHINGTON. 

MANSFIELD 
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